
OpenBSD Desktop 

 
 
 
 
 
 

More than a firewall, OpenBSD  
as a secure Desktop 

 

July 11th, 2013                                                   Mark Duller – OxCERT 
                                                                                        mark.duller@it.ox.ac.uk 



Contents 
 

• OpenBSD Introduction 
• The Not so Scary Installation 
• A Secure Desktop 
• Adding Apps 
• Conclusion 

 

OpenBSD Desktop 



OpenBSD Desktop 
Introduction 
 
Derived from 4.3BSD  of the Berkeley Software Distribution  
 
NetBSD cofounder Theo de Raadt  
created OpenBSD project in 1995 
 
Core team of developers work on  
Kernel and system components 
 
 
“Our goals place emphasis on correctness, security, 
standardization, and portability” – OpenBSD FAQ 
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Introduction 
 
Developed as a whole Operating System  
     - libc, korn shell, even sendmail 
       and xorg in the “base” 
 
Second most popular BSD 
 
Project also created OpenSSH  
 
BSD license 
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Let’s install GNOME desktop environment 
• set pkg_path to mirror.ox.ac.uk/pub/OpenBSD 
• run:  pkg_add gnome 
• set xdm_flags=NO and pkg_scripts=“gdm” in 

/etc/rc.conf.local 
 

And install some applications 
• pkg_add firefox thunderbird chromium libreoffice 
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• http://www.openbsd.org 
• http://www.openbsd.org/faq/ 

 
 
 

Thanks! 
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