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What is OxPoints? 

• A database of locations and units 

○ Divisions, departments and colleges 

○ Libraries and sublocations 

○ Sites, buildings and rooms 

○ Relationships (occupation, org structure) 

○ Images, logos and Twitter account names 

• Open 

• Machine-readable in various formats 
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OxPoints coverage 

• All colleges, PPHs and departments 

• Most University-owned or -occupied 

buildings (including locations) 

• All libraries and sublocations 

○ Still need to integrate new ILS data 

• Locations of all college and PPH lodges 

• Some rooms (meeting and teaching) 

○ More coming, including college rooms 
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Types of OxPoints data 

• Names (inc. preferred, alternate and hidden) 

• Locations (latitude and longitude) 

• Addresses and telephone numbers 

• URLs (homepage, IT support, WebLearn) 

• Identifiers (OUCS, Estates, OLIS, OSM, Finance) 

• Descriptions 
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Getting the data 

• Path-based query syntax 

• Available as JSON, JSONP, RDF/XML, KML 

• Documentation at http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/oxpoints/ 

• Examples: 

○ http://oxpoints.oucs.ox.ac.uk/type/College.kml 

○ http://oxpoints.oucs.ox.ac.uk/oucs:manstud.json 

○ http://oxpoints.oucs.ox.ac.uk/occupies/obn:381.xml 

○ http://oxpoints.oucs.ox.ac.uk/isPartOf/00000000.n3 

http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/oxpoints/
http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/oxpoints/
http://oxpoints.oucs.ox.ac.uk/type/College.kml
http://oxpoints.oucs.ox.ac.uk/type/College.kml
http://oxpoints.oucs.ox.ac.uk/oucs:manstud.json
http://oxpoints.oucs.ox.ac.uk/oucs:manstud.json
http://oxpoints.oucs.ox.ac.uk/occupies/obn:381.xml
http://oxpoints.oucs.ox.ac.uk/occupies/obn:381.xml
http://oxpoints.oucs.ox.ac.uk/isPartOf/00000000.n3
http://oxpoints.oucs.ox.ac.uk/isPartOf/00000000.n3
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RSL (building) 
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Why use it? 

• Centrally managed and maintained 

• Links identifiers 

• Lots of metadata 

• Public domain (CC0; no attribution required) 

• Extensible; if you need something else, ask us! 

• Easy to integrate into existing systems 

• Interoperate with other users of OxPoints 
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Who uses OxPoints? 

• Public Affairs 

• Mobile Oxford 

• And possibly soon… 

○ Time-tabling project 

○ Nexus resource integration 
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Public Affairs 

Directorate 
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Mobile 

Oxford 



12 

Twitter 

lists 
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OSM 

outlines 
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Next steps 

• Lots more room data (courtesy of Earth Sciences) 

• Nexus resource addresses 

• Library codes and sublocations 

• Releasing the editor 

• More modelling: 

○ Room layouts and capacities 

○ 'Affiliatory' relationships (societies, colleges) 
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More information 

• Join the mailling list: 

○ oxpoints-users-subscribe@maillist.ox.ac.uk 

• Read the documentation 

○ http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/oxpoints/ 

• E-mail us: 

○ oxpoints@oucs.ox.ac.uk 

mailto:oxpoints-users-subscribe@maillist.ox.ac.uk
mailto:oxpoints-users-subscribe@maillist.ox.ac.uk
mailto:oxpoints-users-subscribe@maillist.ox.ac.uk
mailto:oxpoints-users-subscribe@maillist.ox.ac.uk
mailto:oxpoints-users-subscribe@maillist.ox.ac.uk
mailto:oxpoints-users-subscribe@maillist.ox.ac.uk
http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/oxpoints/
http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/oxpoints/
mailto:oxpoints@oucs.ox.ac.uk
mailto:oxpoints@oucs.ox.ac.uk
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Linked data 



17 

Linked data 

“In computing, linked data describes a method of 

publishing structured data so that it can be 

interlinked and become more useful. It builds upon 

standard Web technologies such as HTTP and 

URIs, but rather than using them to serve web 

pages for human readers, it extends them to share 

information in a way that can be read automatically 

by computers. This enables data from different 

sources to be connected and queried.” 

“Linked Data”, Wikipedia, CC-BY-SA 
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data.ox.ac.uk 

• A platform for linked data about the 

collegiate University 

• Data available for re-use and integration 

• Huge potential benefit for users within the 

institution 
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Potential benefits 

• Display vacancies through Mobile Oxford 

• Energy usage widgets on departments' 

and colleges' homepages 

• Hook up to Exchange Web Services to 

show room booking availability for all 

rooms in a building along with capacities 

and images 

• Undergraduate prospectus with 

admissions and graduate destination 

statistics 
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Progress 

• Still under heavy development 

• Four datasets at the moment 

○OxPoints 

○OSM geometries for OxPoints 

○Electricity meter data 

○Norrington Table 

• More datasets being sought and developed 
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Data ingest 

• Formats: 

○ Manually curated files 

○ Spreadsheets / CSV 

○ HTML 

○ RDF 

• Sources: 

○ The web 

○ E-mail 

○ Other APIs 

• Updated both by polling and manual 

process 
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Potential datasets 

• Course advertisements 

○ Undergraduate 

○ Postgraduate 

○ Oxford Learning Institute 

○ Language Centre 

• Job vacancies 

• Statistics 

○ Personnel, including diversity monitoring 

○ Student admissions and outcomes 

• Podcast metadata 



27 

Elsewhere… 
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data.southampton.ac.uk 

• Buildings and 

Places 

• Catering 

• Common Learning 

Spaces Extra 

Information 

• EPrints Repository 

• EdShare 

• EdShare Video 

• Electronics and 

Computer Science 

EPrints Repository 

• JACS Codes 

• Links to 

DisabledGo Access 

Information 

• Local Ameneties 

• Open Data Catalog 

• Open Days July 

2011 

• Organisation 

• Payments 2010-11 

to 2011-01 

• Photographs of 

University of 

Southampton 

Things 

• Press Contacts 

Information 

• Programmes 

(2010-2011 

session) 

• Public Phonebook 

• Published Accounts 

• Services 

• Southampton Bus-

routes 

• Southampton Bus-

stops 

• Southampton 

Jargon Dictionary 

• Student Statistics 

• Teaching Room 

Features 

• University of 

Southampton 

Profile Document 

• Vending Machines 
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Course statistics 

from UniStats 
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Summary 
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Summary 

• Use OxPoints for your building and unit 

data. Feed back corrections. 

• Linked data is still getting going. Let's 

show what can be done with it. 

• If you have an idea for a dataset, 

visualization or consumer, please tell us! 
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Contact 

OxPoints 
Web:           http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/oxpoints/ 

Team:         oxpoints@oucs.ox.ac.uk 

Mailling list: oxpoints-users@maillist.ox.ac.uk 

 

Linked data 
Web:           http://data.ox.ac.uk/ 

Team:         opendata@oucs.ox.ac.uk 

Mailing list:  opendata@maillist.ox.ac.uk 

 

http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/oxpoints/
mailto:oxpoints@oucs.ox.ac.uk
mailto:oxpoints-users@maillist.ox.ac.uk
mailto:oxpoints-users@maillist.ox.ac.uk
mailto:oxpoints-users@maillist.ox.ac.uk
mailto:oxpoints-users@maillist.ox.ac.uk
http://data.ox.ac.uk/
mailto:opendata@oucs.ox.ac.uk
mailto:opendata@maillist.ox.ac.uk
mailto:opendata@maillist.ox.ac.uk

