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What is happening?

• New WebLearn service launched 30 June
– URL is weblearn.ox.ac.uk

• Dual service: old & new systems in parallel
• Old system becomes read-only Sept 2011
• Old system to be withdrawn June 2012
• You (yes you) must migrate your material

– but we will help!
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About new system

• Based on Sakai (open source), also used at 
– Yale (will make the new VC feel at home!)
– Cambridge, Hull, Lancaster, Newcastle
– UCBerkley, MIT, Harvard, Stanford, Princeton, NYU

• Better, cleaner more modern interface
• Covers virtually all functions of old system
• Same (unique) concepts as old system

– eg, hierarchy, groups, public access
• Uses Oxford SSO (webauth)
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New WebLearn Facilities 1

• Share material with students or external users
– can be searched

• Schedule (calendar) for events
• Announcements (in site or by email)
• Discussion forums
• Electronic pigeon holes (with Turnitin option)
• Tutorial sign-up sheet
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New WebLearn Facilities 2

• RSS, news feeds incl. Twitter, OxItems
• Email distribution list (with archive)
• Assessment (quiz), survey and opinion poll
• Wiki for collaboration
• Tracking (with pie charts, histograms, CSV)
• Reading lists linked to OLIS
• ‘Integration’ with Oxcort, GSS, Oxam, Oxlip+, OSS, …
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The New Service

weblearn.ox.ac.uk



The New Service

weblearn.ox.ac.uk



weblearn.ox.ac.uk



Getting Started

• Depts/colleges need Local WebLearn Coordinator
– must complete sign-up form 
– coordinator can then manage presence

• Regular ITLP training courses (see OUCS website)
– targeted training for academics (during long vac too!)
– drop in session ‘Computer8’ (Friday AM during term)

• Special sessions for ITSS (incl. ICTF Conf.)
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Demo
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What you need to do

1. Think about your Local WebLearn Coordinator
2. Plan your migration – move as a whole

– MUST move before summer 2011!
– OUCS can help with migration
– Tools in old system (to ‘zip’ content)
– Training courses 
– Drop-in sessions
– Case studies

weblearn.ox.ac.uk



Future Plans
• Further customisation, more hierarchy tools
• More training material, eg, new courses, videos, etc.
• Re-usable ad-hoc groups
• Course evaluation (student satisfaction)
• ‘Integration’ with Groupware
• Integration with Oxford Podcasts
• Integration with Libraries (SOLO / OXLIP+)
• SMART phone interface
• SMS capabilities
• See OUCS website for more information
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Those Facts Again

• Dual production service started 30 June 09
• Bodington: read only 9/11; turned off 9/12
• Migration tools provided
• Contact: weblearn@oucs.ox.ac.uk
• Sneaky peek: weblearn.ox.ac.uk
• Information: www.oucs.ox.ac.uk
• Help: weblearn.ox.ac.uk/info 
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