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Why a CMS?

• The beginning: index.html

• Then: Dynamic pages: ASP, PHP, SQL etc.

• Now: Lots of scripts, ‘webmaster’ required

• All edits need technical expertise

• Or: A CMS such as Plone...
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Why Plone?
• Free and open source (GPL) CMS

• Enterprise level CMS

• Very feature rich ‘out of the box’
• Version control, Workflow, Users and groups etc, Extensible add-on products

• Keeps up with new technologies (RSS etc.)

• Produces accessible Web pages (WAI-AA, Section 508 etc)

• Search Engine Visibility

• User friendly

• Versatility

• Active community



Current perceptions(?)

• It’s not PHP & MySQL

• “We need a company/commercial solution”

• It doesn’t do... [insert requirement here]

• All Plone sites look the same

• Plone is slow

• ‘Weird’, ‘difficult to use’ etc.



Companies
Open source doesn’t mean you have to build 
everything - you can still pay to have Plone sites 
developed by companies.

• Netsight http://www.netsight.co.uk/

• Sharkbyte Studios http://sharkbyte.co.uk/ 

• Jarn http://www.jarn.com/

• Enfold Systems http://www.enfoldsystems.com/
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Community

• Oxford Plone mailing list
plone-discuss-subscribe@maillist.ox.ac.uk

• ZOPE List at JISCMAIL.AC.UK: 
zope@jiscmail.ac.uk

• Plone forums
http://plone.org/support/forums

• Plone Chat Room
http://plone.org/support/chat
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Community
Oxford Plone community includes:

• Medical Sciences
Anne Bowtell & Tjitske Kamphuis

• Engineering Sciences
Jim Leek

• International Development
John Pilbeam

• Oxford e-Research Centre
Adi Himpson
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Plone at Oxford
Many sites including:

• Keble College

• Queen's College

• Medical Sciences Division

• 14 Depts, 6 Themes & Subject Areas, 14 
Research Units & Institutes,  3 Intranets and 9 
others

• Oxford e-Research Centre

• Oxford University Student Union & Sport

• Department of International Development

• Department of Engineering Science



Plone in Higher Education

• Birkbeck College http://www.bbk.ac.uk/

• Bristol University http://www.bris.ac.uk/

• University of Leicester http://www2.le.ac.uk/

• UCLA  (subsites)

• Pennsylvania State University (WebLion) 
http://weblion.psu.edu/
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Plone in other institutions



Plone in other institutions
• NASAScience http://nasascience.nasa.gov/

• Brazilian Government http://www.brasil.gov.br/

• Free Software Foundation http://www.fsf.org/

• Church of England http://www.cofe.anglican.org/

• CIA https://www.cia.gov/

• Linux.co.uk http://linux.co.uk/

• Wimax.com http://www.wimax.com/

1740 more listed at: http://plone.net/sites/
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Add-on Products
Extend functionality of Plone - over 1,000 at 
http://plone.org/products

• Linguaplone: multilingual websites

• Plone FormGen: easy form builder

• Faculty/Staff Directory: create and organise 
staff pages

• Oxford developed researcher product
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Add-on Products



What exactly is Plone?



Python



Python

• Python is a fully Object Oriented 
programming language.

• As such it has objects, classes, 
inheritance, encapsulation etc.

• It is also open source.

So why use Python?



Zope
• Zope is web application server (i.e. a piece of 

software for developing web applications).

• Zope Features:-

• It is designed to develop and run applications through the 
web browser - part of its raison d'être.

• It has a built in database (the ZODB).
• It speaks HTTP (i.e. it is a webserver).
• It has its own scripting language for writing conditional 

statements, loops etc. 
• It has many other features out-of-the-box (search engine, mail 

server,  ACLs).



A second look at Plone



Demo: Plone objects
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What do you need to know?



[root@brunel bin]# ./bin/buildout
Getting distribution for 
'plone.recipe.varnish'.
Got plone.recipe.varnish 1.0rc8.
Getting distribution for 'zc.recipe.cmmi'.
Got zc.recipe.cmmi 1.1.5.
Uninstalling unifiedinstaller.
Uninstalling zopeskel.
Uninstalling zopepy.
Uninstalling client2.
Uninstalling client1.
Uninstalling zeoserver.
Uninstalling productdistros.
Updating zope2.
Updating fake eggs
Installing productdistros.
Installing zeoserver.

[root@brunel bin]# ./startcluster.sh
zeoserver: . daemon process started, 
pid=29506
client1: . daemon process started, pid=29515
client2: . daemon process started, pid=29519

Start / Stop server

Installing new modules

What do you need to know?



For all you geeks ...













Further reading

• Practical Plone 3:  A Beginner's Guide to 
Building Powerful Websites
Martin Aspeli et al, February 2009



Further reading

• Plone 3 Theming
Veda Williams, July 2009

• More books at: http://plone.org/documentation/
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Further reading

• Joel Burton - Building a Humane CMS with Plone
http://plonebootcamps.com/resources/humane-cms/view
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Links
• Oxford Web Masters Wiki: 

https://wiki.oucs.ox.ac.uk/oxweb/cmslistings

• Medical Sciences Division Webteam 
http://webteam.medsci.ox.ac.uk/

• Department of Engineering Science
http://www.eng.ox.ac.uk/Plone

• Plone.net:
http://plone.net/

• Planet Plone:
http://planet.plone.org/

• Plone and its competition: choosing a CMS
http://www.martinaspeli.net/articles/plone-and-its-
competition
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Questions?
Contact

• John Pilbeam john.pilbeam@qeh.ox.ac.uk

• Jim Leek jim.leek@eng.ox.ac.uk

More info

• http://plone.org/

Thank you!
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