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A symbol of Mobility

“  Mobility has become the key characteristic 
of our period. Social and physical mobility, 
the feeling of a certain sort of freedom, is 
one of the things that keeps our society 
together, and the symbol of this freedom is 
the individually-owned motor-car.. "

Alison and Peter Smithson c. 1962
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The new symbol?

“  Mobility has become the key characteristic 
of our period. Social and physical mobility, 
the feeling of a certain sort of freedom, is 
one of the things that keeps our society 
together, and the symbol of this freedom is 
the individually-owned mobile phone.. "

Poetic license c. 2008
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What do we mean by Mobile? 

1981: Portable Computer

• 5” greyscale screen

• 64K RAM
 
• External keyboard

• Office software

• Optional modem

• Optional battery pack

2007: Handheld Computer

• 1.5” colour screen

• 128MB RAM
 
• Touch screen

• Groupware, Multimedia

• Bluetooth, GPRS

• Built-in battery
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1981: Osborne 1

• Weight: 11Kg

2007: MyMobile M500

• Weight: 60g

What do we mean by Mobile?
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Mobile Projects Around the University
Comlab 
 Theory of 

Mobile Processes (1990s),
Ubiquitous Computing

(2007 – )
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<Please enter details here>
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• Growth in connectivity (OWL, Eduroam 
etc) 

• Convergence of services through 
smartphone

• Groupware survey and mobility
• Increase in help desk queries
• Need some coordination and a strategy 

(see OxMobile document)

Rationale: Why a SIG?
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Who? 
• 20 members from OUCS covering 4 

groups (Networks & Telecoms,  Information and 
Support, Learning Technologies and Technical Services)

• Co-ordinator (today only!): Paul Trafford
• Co-ordinators (from tomorrow):  

–    Rowan Wilson

– James Partridge 



  Notes from a Mobile SIG, Saïd Business School 16th July ‘08
20

Purpose

Remit:
“  The 'OUCS Mobile' SIG has been set up to 

address handheld, mobile and ubiquitous 
computing in broad terms - the infrastructure, 
services, devices and tools that extends the 
University's activities beyond the usual physical 
confines of offices, lecture rooms, laboratories, 
etc"
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Objectives

“The overall objective of the Mobile SIG is to 
contribute to making ICT truly pervasive across the 
University through the development of a mobile-
specific strategy and a number of mobile projects.”

i.e. two foci: services and projects.
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Work Carried Out So far 
• Set up in January 2008, following OUCS staff meeting
      (No specific funds!)

• SIG Wiki
• SIG blog: http://oucsmobilesig.blogspot.com/ 
• OUCS Web: info on wireless access, E-mail instructions 

for herald

• mailing list 
• fairly regular meetings

• e-mail contact mobile@oucs.ox.ac.uk  -> mobile RT queue

http://oucsmobilesig.blogspot.com/
mailto:mobile@oucs.ox.ac.uk
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OUCS Web access stats 1/2

[Source: Google Analytics]
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OUCS Web access stats 2/2

[Source: Google Analytics]
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Project Proposals

• Eduserv: OxPDA – University e-Diary
• Eduserv: 2D Barcodes for Museum 

Displays
• JISC: E-resources Easily: Erewhon
• JISC: Podcasting
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Ideas for Future Development

• Guidelines for developing mobile-friendly 
Web content

• Mobile Groupware: development, testing, 
documentation etc. 

• Guides on delivering teaching materials to 
mobile devices

• Support for mobile devices…?
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What’s available to ITSS now?

• pda-discuss – encourage users to post 
there

• ITSS Sigma Wiki: 
https://wiki.oucs.ox.ac.uk/itss/Mobile  

• mobile@oucs.ox.ac.uk – but currently only 
on a best efforts basis

• Some info on OUCS Web site

https://wiki.oucs.ox.ac.uk/itss/Mobile
mailto:mobile@oucs.ox.ac.uk
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Discussion: How should ITSS be involved?

• First: Any interest?
• Communication
• Documentation
• Project Partners
• OUCS 5 Year Plan
• Seminars
• Other suggestions?
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Optional Demo

HTC P3600 < - > Asus Eee PC 

(works better with interactive whiteboard!
http://handheldmusings.blogspot.com/2008/05/smartboard-demo-of-my-mobile-life.html )

http://handheldmusings.blogspot.com/2008/05/smartboard-demo-of-my-mobile-life.html


  Notes from a Mobile SIG, Saïd Business School 16th July ‘08
30

Contact: mobile@oucs.ox.ac.uk
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